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Foras na Gaeilge - Colmcille Projects Scheme 2026 
 
Foras na Gaeilge provides funding through the Colmcille Projects Scheme to help applicants 

foster a relationship between Scottish Gaelic and Irish Gaelic language communities and to 

strengthen these two languages through the relationship. 

Foras na Gaeilge provides funding through the Colmcille Projects Scheme to help applicants 

foster a relationship between Scottish Gaelic and Irish Gaelic language communities and to 

strengthen these two languages through the relationship. 

 

An upper limit of €12,000/£10,100. 

Grants are awarded with public money, and Foras na Gaeilge has statutory duties to ensure 

the value for money of all funded projects. 

Foras na Gaeilge recommends applicants seek joint funding for projects, when appropriate, 

and to cooperate with other organisations in order to achieve the best value from the Foras 

na Gaeilge grant. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 3 Dec 2025 

Visit the Foras na Gaeilge website to download application forms. 

back to top ↑  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.forasnagaeilge.ie/funding-schemes/colmcille-projects-scheme-2026/?lang=en
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safefood: Community Food Initiatives (CFI) Innovate 
Funding 
 

Safefood is inviting applications for funding for its Community Food Initiatives (CFI) Cross 

Border Partnerships Funding. 

The Community Food Initiatives programme aims to empower people in low-income 

communities to make healthier food choices. It funds local projects that improve access to 

healthy and safe food using a community development approach. Since 2010, over 65,000 

people have taken part in a Community Food Initiative activity. 

The Community Food Initiatives Programme 2025-28 is funded by Safefood and 

administered by SECAD Partnership CLG. 

Safefood is an all-island implementation body set up under the British-Irish Agreement 

(1999) to promote awareness and knowledge of food safety and healthy eating on the island 

of Ireland. 

CFI Cross Border Partnerships 

Four cross-border partnerships will be funded focusing on low-income areas across the 

island of Ireland. A total of 8 organisations will be chosen with 2 organisations (one each 

from Ireland and Northern Ireland) working in partnership to deliver programmes over a 4-

year period. 

The two organisations involved in each partnership will deliver one programme per year. 

The two organisations need to develop and plan the programme and all its elements in 

partnership.  The programme will be co-designed by the participating organisations and in 

consultation with their local communities, to address specific local needs. 

The programme will involve the delivery of a small project by each partner and must include 

at least one joint activity between the two organisations involved in each partnership. For 

example, one organisation hosts an event or initiative that includes participants from the 

partner organisation.  These projects should take a programme approach where participants 

are supported over a period of time. 

Your organisation must have identified a partner before an application for funding is 

submitted.  One organisation in the partnership will act as the lead partner. This 

organisation will be the primary point of contact between the partners and SECAD 

Partnership.  The application will be submitted by the lead partner. 

An overview of CFI Cross Border Partnerships can be viewed through clicking on this 

link: https://youtu.be/1F_hULvE2C8. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F1F_hULvE2C8&data=05%7C02%7Cfemi%40wheel.ie%7C65efbe33f078443fc5bf08de21eaf25c%7Cb96cf0287c684a708b29efcfe663e32a%7C0%7C0%7C638985490147393507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2BbvcMqEw3z9ge6Sl5hcHQhiK9mnM71gnUOnWTDf9qs%3D&reserved=0
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Funding 

Interested organisations may apply for funding up to €2,650 (€5,300 per partnership) or the 

sterling equivalent per annum. 

• Up to €2,000 programme funding per organisation 

• Up to €650 funding for travel per organisation. 

Timeframe for the delivery of the CFI Cross Border Partnership project 

During 2026, each partnership will deliver 2 programmes.  The deadline for completion of 

the first programme will be Friday, 27 March 2026. 

Applicant Organisation Criteria 

Organisations must: 

• Be community-led organisations with a legal status and appropriate governance 

structure 

• Be experienced in the management of public funds which support social inclusion 

initiatives 

• Currently employ and manage professionals with community development 

experience 

• Have experience of working with the target group identified 

• Be supporting other broader community initiatives through their work 

• Provide supports across communities irrespective of age, race or creed. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 5 Dec 2025 

Click on the link to access the guidelines and application 

form: www.healthycommunities.ie/cfi-apply 

back to top ↑  

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthycommunities.ie%2Fcfi-apply&data=05%7C02%7Cfemi%40wheel.ie%7C65efbe33f078443fc5bf08de21eaf25c%7Cb96cf0287c684a708b29efcfe663e32a%7C0%7C0%7C638985490147440009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s41QKHruMQaVr7FNLzxdx2YHDUZAg%2Fcb9GA5A2rqJmo%3D&reserved=0
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GAA Glór na nÓg 
 

Together with the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA), we're launching Glór na nÓg (Voice of 

the Youth), a groundbreaking Community Funding Initiative designed to amplify the voices 

of young people in GAA clubs internationally and provide €85k in direct funding for things 

like new training equipment. The partnership represents a significant investment in youth 

development and community engagement across GAA communities in Ireland and 

worldwide. 

The GAA and Amazon have partnered so that YOU can help shape the future of YOUR club. 

How to Enter 

1. In under 30 words, share what makes your club special and your vision for its future 

2. Download your digital content 

https://www.gaa.ie/glornanog  

Your GAA club could win one of these amazing prizes: 

• Grand prize: 1 club will win €8,000 

• Province prizes: 4 clubs will win €4,250 each 

• County prizes: 28 clubs will win €2,000 each. 

Winners will be announced in February 2026 via the official GAA instagram page and 

winning clubs will be contacted directly by the GAA. 

Only 1 entry per person is permitted. All responses are anonymous and may help to shape 

the future of your GAA. 

Deadline: 7 Dec 2025 

You can also learn more here: https://www.aboutamazon.eu/news/community-

engagement/amazon-and-gaelic-athletic-association-launch-glor-na-nog-initiative-to-

amplify-young-voices  

back to top ↑  

 

 

 

https://www.gaa.ie/glornanog
https://www.aboutamazon.eu/news/community-engagement/amazon-and-gaelic-athletic-association-launch-glor-na-nog-initiative-to-amplify-young-voices
https://www.aboutamazon.eu/news/community-engagement/amazon-and-gaelic-athletic-association-launch-glor-na-nog-initiative-to-amplify-young-voices
https://www.aboutamazon.eu/news/community-engagement/amazon-and-gaelic-athletic-association-launch-glor-na-nog-initiative-to-amplify-young-voices
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Cash4Clubs Grants 
 

Since 2008, Flutter UKI has donated over £6.5million to community sports clubs through the 

Cash4Clubs programme, helping thousands of people across the UK and Ireland by ensuring 

they have access to local sports and supporting the sustainability of clubs. 

Sported is teaming up with Flutter UKI to deliver another round of the Cash4Clubs 

programme in 2025-26. 

Small grants of £2000 (€2000 in Ireland) are available this autumn to support clubs and 

organisations that help keep adults engaged in sport, particularly in areas of 

need N.B Funding is available to groups that support over 18s only. 

Flutter UKI has generously boosted the total grant pot to £500,000 this year – enabling us to 

reach even more groups. 

What is Cash4Clubs? 

Cash4Clubs is a small grants scheme for community sports clubs and organisations giving 

them a chance to apply for grants to improve facilities, purchase new equipment, gain 

coaching qualifications, or invest in the sustainability of their club. 

The 2025 programme is focused on supporting adult participation in sport. Funding is 

available to groups that support over 18s only. The funding is unrestricted, meaning 

organisations are able to decide how best to use the grant to support their activities.  

However, Cash4Clubs aims to get vital funds to clubs that need it most and as such, 

prioritises groups working in areas of high deprivation and engaging adults from specific 

under-represented groups. These groups include women, people from racially-diverse 

communities, people with disabilities and people from the LGBTQ+ community. 

Eligibility 

Who can apply? 

Cash4Clubs is funded by Flutter UK & Ireland, part of Flutter Entertainment, the global 

sports betting, gaming and entertainment provider. For this reason, groups must only 

support adult members (18+) to be eligible for funding. You cannot apply if your 

organisation or club has junior members or runs any junior activities. 

We welcome applications from not-for-profit organisations, including charities, community 

groups and traditional sports clubs and teams. To be eligible for funding, organisations 

applying must be clubs with a structured governance and constitution, registered charities, 

or companies without share capital. 
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Applicants must demonstrate that they are using sport for social purpose. Examples include: 

operating in communities facing disadvantage, engaging adults from under-represented 

groups and tackling issues such as crime and anti-social behaviour. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 8 Dec 2025 

To check your eligibility, access FAQs and to make an application, please visit the following 

website: https://sported.org.uk/cash4clubs/  

back to top ↑  
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The Arts Council - Touring of Work Scheme 2026 
 

The objective of the Touring of Work Scheme is to make great art available to more people 

throughout the country by touring an exhibition, performance or other arts experience to at 

least three venues.  

When we select tours to fund, we consider artistic excellence in the work itself and clear 

consideration of public engagement.  

In many cases the work will have already been produced and well received by audiences and 

critics (see artform-specific criteria in the appendix to these guidelines for exceptions to 

this).  

Successful applicants will also show how their tour will create – or make use of – a network 

of venues and/or other partners and collaborators.  

There is no upper limit on the amount that you can apply for.  

This might may include:  

• Venues 

• Festivals 

• Other artists 

• Producers 

• Promoters 

• Arts organisations 

• Local authorities 

• Funders, etc.  

Your partners and collaborators should contribute to the success of your tour in 

artistic terms, audience terms and geographic/spatial terms.  

The Touring of Work Scheme is informed by our ten-year strategy Making Great Art 

Work and, in particular, connects to the core priorities of the artist and public 

engagement. This strategy will continue in operation in 2026 during the development of a 

new strategy by the Arts Council.  

Eligibility 

The scheme is open to: 

• Individuals and organisations that wish to tour the presentation of work from July 

2026 to December 2026 in the Republic of Ireland. Within reason, some tours can 

continue into early 2027. 

https://www.wheel.ie/funding/fundingpoint/scheme/arts-council-touring-work-scheme-2026#OLE_LINK4
https://artscouncil.ie/about/strategy-and-implementation/
https://artscouncil.ie/about/strategy-and-implementation/
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 To be eligible to apply, you must be: 

• Based/resident in the Republic of Ireland. We may accept applications from 

applicants who are not resident in the Republic of Ireland. In this case, you must 

explain in section 2.3 of your application form how your proposal would benefit the 

arts in the Republic of Ireland.  

We will determine the eligibility of your application based on your explanation.   

Professional practising artists or arts workers. Even though you might not earn income 

continuously or exclusively from working in the arts, you must identify yourself and be 

recognised by your peers as a professional practising artist or arts worker. 

If you already receive Arts Council funding 

Most applicants who already receive Arts Council funding can apply. You must show that the 

touring activity you are applying for funding for is separate from the activities that we have 

already funded.  

You cannot apply if you already receive Strategic Funding, Arts Centre Partnership Funding 

or Partnership Funding.  

Eligible Costs 

Eligible costs include: 

• Direct costs of touring (after proposed income has been deducted) 

• Wages and fees* for artistic, creative, technical and other staff essential to the 

delivery of the tour 

• Administrative costs that are appropriate and in proportion to the activities 

proposed 

• Hire of equipment, a space or a venue if the hire is essential to the delivery of the 

activity 

• Marketing, PR and public-engagement costs 

• Accommodation 

• Daily expenses and travel 

• Additional personal disability access costs 

• Audience disability access costs 

• Cost of remounting a production, exhibition or show where these have not already 

been funded from another source 

• In some touring models, costs of mounting a new programme of work, that has not 

yet been performed in the proposed iteration or arrangement, can be included – e.g. 
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music, traditional arts, visual arts, multidisciplinary arts. See the priorities for these 

artforms in the appendix to these guidelines. 

Note: For theatre, opera, dance, circus, street performance and spectacle, we will prioritise 

applications that propose to remount and tour productions that can demonstrate they have 

been successfully produced in terms of critical and audience response. 

In exceptional circumstances, companies or organisations with a significant track record may 

propose to tour productions which have not yet been produced. 

While you cannot get support for the initial production costs under this scheme, you still 

need to provide financial data showing how you will meet the initial production costs. We 

request that organisations seek clarification from the relevant Arts Council team before 

applying. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 9 Dec 2025 (opening) / 22 Jan 2026 (closing) 

Full guidelines and application details are available here: https://artscouncil.ie/funding-

opportunities/touring-of-work-scheme-round-2/  

back to top ↑  
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The Arts Council - Touring of Work Scheme, Advance 
Planning 2027 
 

For tours with a start date in 2027. 

The objective of the Touring of Work Scheme is to make great art available to more people 

throughout the country by touring an exhibition, performance or other arts experience to at 

least three venues.  

When we select tours to fund, we consider artistic excellence in the work itself and clear 

consideration of public engagement.  

In many cases the work will have already been produced and well received by audiences and 

critics (see artform-specific criteria in the appendix to these guidelines for exceptions to 

this).  

Successful applicants will also show how their tour will create – or make use of – a network 

of venues and/or other partners and collaborators.  

There is no upper limit on the amount that you can apply for.  

This might include:  

• Venues 

• Festivals 

• Other artists 

• Producers 

• Promoters 

• Arts organisations 

• Local authorities 

• Funders, etc.  

Your partners and collaborators should contribute to the success of your tour in 

artistic terms, audience terms and geographic/spatial terms.  

The Touring of Work Scheme is informed by our ten-year strategy Making Great Art 

Work and, in particular, connects to the core priorities of the artist and public 

engagement. This strategy will continue in operation in 2026 during the development of a 

new strategy by the Arts Council. 

Eligibility 

The scheme is open to: 

https://www.wheel.ie/funding/fundingpoint/scheme/arts-council-touring-work-scheme-advance-planning-2027#OLE_LINK4
https://artscouncil.ie/about/strategy-and-implementation/
https://artscouncil.ie/about/strategy-and-implementation/


 

13 Fundingpoint Local Digest. Dec 25 – Jan 26. 

• Individuals and organisations that wish to tour the presentation of work from 

January 2027 to December 2027 in the Republic of Ireland. Within reason, some 

tours can continue into early 2028. 

 To be eligible to apply, you must be: 

• Based/resident in the Republic of Ireland. We may accept applications from 

applicants who are not resident in the Republic of Ireland. In this case, you must 

explain in section 2.3 of your application form how your proposal would benefit the 

arts in the Republic of Ireland.  

We will determine the eligibility of your application based on your explanation.  

Professional practising artists or arts workers. Even though you might not earn income 

continuously or exclusively from working in the arts, you must identify yourself and be 

recognised by your peers as a professional practising artist or arts worker. 

If you already receive Arts Council funding 

Most applicants who already receive Arts Council funding can apply. You must show that the 

touring activity you are applying for funding for is separate from the activities that we have 

already funded.  

Collaborative or partnership applications 

We welcome applications from individual artists, producers and companies. However, the 

Arts Council prioritises applications that demonstrate collaboration, co-production and 

partnership between:  

• Networks 

• Consortiums 

• Other collectives or producing and presenting entities.  

We encourage proposals that demonstrate quality partnerships between the local and 

national arts infrastructure.  

What can you apply for? 

Eligible costs include: 

• Direct costs of touring (after proposed income has been deducted) 

• Wages and fees* for artistic, creative, technical and other staff essential to the 

delivery of the tour. 

• Administrative costs that are appropriate and in proportion to the activities 

proposed 
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• Hire of equipment, a space or a venue if the hire is essential to the delivery of the 

activity 

• Marketing, PR and public-engagement costs 

• Accommodation 

• Daily expenses and travel 

• Additional personal disability access costs 

• Audience disability access costs 

• Cost of remounting a production, exhibition or show where these have not already 

been funded from another source 

• In some touring models, costs of mounting a new programme of work, that has not 

yet been performed in the proposed iteration or arrangement, can be included – e.g. 

music, traditional arts, visual arts, multidisciplinary arts. See the priorities for these 

artforms in the appendix to these guidelines. 

Note: For theatre, opera, dance, circus, street performance and spectacle, we will prioritise 

applications that propose to remount and tour productions that can demonstrate they have 

been successfully produced in terms of critical and audience response. 

In exceptional circumstances, companies or organisations with a significant track record may 

propose to tour productions which have not yet been produced. 

While initial production costs are not eligible for support under this scheme, you still need 

to provide financial data that shows how you will meet the initial production costs. We 

request that organisations seek clarification from the relevant Arts Council team before 

applying.  

How to Apply 

Deadline: 9 Dec 2025 (opening) / 22 Jan 2026 (closing) 

Full guidelines and application details available here: https://artscouncil.ie/funding-

opportunities/touring-of-work-scheme-advance-planning/  

back to top ↑  
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The Arts Council - Creative Production Supports 
 

The Creative Production Supports (CPS) Scheme provides funding for initiatives which 

increase creative producing skills and creative producing capacity in the arts. Creative 

producers bring a range of practical, logistical and creative skills to the arts.  

Creative producers tend to be responsible for the overall technical, production, financial and 

contractual aspects of making artistic work. Creative producers help artists or companies 

achieve their goals by keeping them focused, bringing together the right people, and making 

sure everyone shares the same vision. 

Additionally, creative producers may have creative input in the making of artistic work, 

beyond just fulfilling technical responsibilities. 

Creative production supports are not widely available to artists across the arts sector. 

Applicants to the CPS Schemewill devise ways to get more producers involved in the arts 

sector, help those producers to improve their skills, and link them with artists who need 

their support.   

Applicants will be an arts organisation with a proven track record in creative producing. 

Applicants must work in partnership with at least one organisation in receipt of Arts Council 

Strategic Funding, Partnership Funding or Arts Centre Partnership Funding. 

The Creative Production Supports Scheme is not intended to provide ongoing funding, and 

applicants are required to create succession plans within their applications and budget. 

Objectives and priorities of the award 

The objective of the award is to provide high-quality, creative producing supports for the 

independent arts sector for up to two years. The award will support creative producers to 

connect to artists, share their skills, and use existing resources and networks throughout the 

country.  

Eligible activities 

Proposals to the scheme can include a number of different supports, provisions and 

activities.  

You might support artists and producers to: 

• Reflect on their practice 

• Develop their ideas 

• Create productions and co-productions 
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• Maximise opportunities to produce and present new work in partnership with 

funded arts organisations, festivals and other platforms 

• Develop their strategic thinking and planning 

• Understand and respond to public engagement needs and opportunities 

• Explore and access international opportunities. 

You might provide opportunities and activities such as: 

• Mentorship, training and development opportunities for artists and producers 

• Skill-sharing among producers and artists 

• Administrative and management resources to assist artists in developing their 

practice and producing their work 

• Access to expertise in environmentally sustainable approaches to making and 

sharing art 

• Access to practical resources, spaces and equipment; this could include underutilised 

technical equipment held by arts centres, galleries and companies, such as dance 

floors, rigging, lighting and sound equipment and A/V 

• Access to dramaturgs, curators, technicians or other relevant experts. 

International activities 

Activities involving international exchange, collaboration or co-production are eligible 

provided they clearly show the benefit to people, artists or the arts in the Republic of 

Ireland and how the overseas partners will contribute to the relevant activity costs.  

Eligible artforms and arts practices 

Applicants to the Creative Production Supports Scheme can focus on a single artform or arts 

practice area from the following list, or they can apply for support in multiple art forms and 

areas of practice: 

• Architecture 

• Arts Centres 

• Children & Young People’s Arts 

• Circus 

• Dance 

• Festivals 

• Film 

• Literature 

• Multidisciplinary Arts 

• Music 

• Opera 
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• Participatory Arts 

• Street Performance & Spectacle 

• Theatre 

• Traditional Arts 

• Visual Arts. 

Strategic priorities 

The priorities of this award align with the priorities of the Arts Council’s ten-year strategy 

(2016–25). This strategy will continue in operation in 2026 during the development of a new 

strategy by the Arts Council. In our 2023-25 Three Year Plan, we make the following 

commitment: 

Create a coordinated approach, internally and externally, in advancing the supports, 

structures and services that enable sustainable production of the arts. 

You can find policies for our individual artforms on our website. Your application should 

refer to the policy of the artform(s) that you work within. 

Who Can Apply? 

Creative Production Supports is open to organisations who are not in receipt of Arts Council 

Strategic Funding, Partnership Funding or Arts Centre Partnership Funding.  

This includes organisations such as: 

• Companies limited by guarantee (CLGs) 

• Designated activity companies (DACs) 

• Partnerships. 

Note: Organisations who are in receipt of this Arts Council funding can still be part of an 

application, but not as the lead applicant. 

To be eligible for this scheme, applicants must be supported by at least one organisation in 

receipt of Arts Council Strategic Funding, Partnership Funding, or Arts Centre Partnership 

Funding.  

How to Apply 

Deadline: 11 Dec 2025 

Full guidelines and application details are available here: https://artscouncil.ie/funding-

opportunities/creative-production-supports/  

back to top ↑  

https://www.artscouncil.ie/arts-council-strategy/
https://www.artscouncil.ie/arts-council-strategy/
https://artscouncil.ie/developing-the-arts/artforms-and-arts-practice-areas/
https://artscouncil.ie/funding-opportunities/creative-production-supports/
https://artscouncil.ie/funding-opportunities/creative-production-supports/
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Scheme to Support National Organisations 
 

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht is now inviting 

applications from national organisations in the community and voluntary sector under the 

Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO) 2026 – 2029. 

The SSNO 2026-2029 is funded by the Department of Community Rural and Community 

Development and the Gaeltacht. Pobal is responsible for managing the fund, in 

collaboration with the Department. 

The SSNO 2026 – 2029 will provide funding towards the core costs of national community 

and voluntary organisations in Ireland who: 

• Provide support (directly or indirectly) to those most disadvantaged 

• Demonstrate good governance 

• Deliver services and supports that focus on one or more of the following: 

o addressing poverty 

o addressing social exclusion 

o and promoting equality. 

The overall aim of SSNO is to provide multi-annual funding for the core costs of national 

organisations in the community and voluntary sector to assist them to operate and fund 

core staff positions. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 11 Dec 2025 

The Application Form Template and Application Guidelines as well as links to the MyPobal 

portal can be accessed from the resources section on the SSNO 2026 – 2029 Programme 

page at this link. 

Wednesday 3 December 2025 

SSNO 2026-2029: Application Q & A drop-in session:  Register HERE. 

back to top ↑  

 

 

https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/scheme-to-support-national-organisations-ssno-2026-2029/
https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/scheme-to-support-national-organisations-ssno-2026-2029/
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The Arts Council - Co-funding Award 2026 
 

This award is for Irish organisations that have already secured funding for artistic activities 

under the Cooperation Projects strand of the Creative Europe Programme 2021–2027.  

This allows organisations to apply for funding to support the Irish arts activities in their 

project that align with the priorities of this award.  

The priorities of this award align with the priorities of the Arts Council’s ten-year strategy 

(2016–2025). 

The specific priorities of this award are:  

• Activities that recognise the value of international practice and relationships for both 

the applicant organisation and for individual artists. 

• Activities that demonstrate the promotion and development of good practice in the 

area of audience development along with deepening and growing public 

engagement in Ireland. 

• Activities that contribute to ensuring the arts sector is skilled, resourceful and 

committed to its own renewal. 

Changes to the Co-funding Award for 2026 

In 2024, this award had two strands. We will not be offering Strand 2 of this award in this 

round of funding. 

Eligibility 

Use the criteria below to check if this award is right for your organisation:  

• Arts organisations based in Ireland. 

• Must have received an offer of funding from Creative Europe Cooperation Projects in 

2025. 

• This offer can be as lead coordinator or partner. 

• Your application for this award must be in the same calendar year that you received 

an offer of funding from the European Education and Culture Executive Agency 

(EACEA). 

• You can only apply for one award per Creative Europe Cooperation Project.  

Note: Non-arts organisations can apply if:  

• You identify an Irish arts organisation as an active partner in the project; 

• The funding from this award is used for that partner’s Irish arts activities. 
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How much you can apply for 

The amount you can apply for depends on the total cost of the Irish arts activities of the 

project that meet the objectives and priorities of this award.  

Example 

1. Your organisation’s total budget for the project is €50,000; 

2. Your portion of the EACEA grant is €30,000; 

3. This means that you need to raise €20,000 for this project; 

In this example, €20,000 is the maximum that you can apply for. However, we expect to see 

a mixed funding model in your application.  

The amount that you are requesting from the Arts Council should not be the sole source of 

additional income for your project. 

Note: Arts Council awards are competitive. We assess applications in this competitive 

context. We also consider the available resources that applicants have. 

Costs that you can apply for 

You can apply for costs directly related to the implementation of the Irish elements of the 

successful Creative Europe Cooperation Project.  

Some examples of these may include: 

• Fees for Artists 

• Production costs 

• Travel and subsistence costs 

• Dissemination and publication costs 

• Research costs where applicable (i.e. areas of alignment with the objectives of the 

Arts Council’s ten-year strategy) 

You must outline the costs that you want to apply for in the detailed budget template that 

you submit as part of your application. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 11 Dec 2025 

Full guidelines and application details available here: https://artscouncil.ie/funding-

opportunities/co-funding-awards/  

back to top ↑  

http://www.artscouncil.ie/arts-council-strategy/
http://www.artscouncil.ie/arts-council-strategy/
https://artscouncil.ie/funding-opportunities/co-funding-awards/
https://artscouncil.ie/funding-opportunities/co-funding-awards/


 

21 Fundingpoint Local Digest. Dec 25 – Jan 26. 

EOPD.ie Community Grant 2025 
 

EOPD.ie is proud to offer Community Grants designed to support initiatives that enhance 

the health and well-being of people living with Parkinson’s disease (PD) across the Republic 

of Ireland. For 2025, a total fund of €6,000 is available, with individual grants of up to €1,200 

per applicant. 

Being active can have a profound and positive impact on living well with Parkinson’s—

regardless of symptoms or time since diagnosis. The Community Grants programme aims to 

fund community-based education and outreach projects that address unmet needs within 

the Parkinson’s community. EOPD.ie’s funding model supports programs that are impactful, 

scalable, sustainable, and measurable. 

What types of programs do we fund?  

For the 2025 funding cycle, applications must incorporate at least one of the following focus 

areas: 

• Exercise and Physical Well-being: Programs that educate and deliver exercise 

specifically designed for people with Parkinson’s, led by qualified professionals in 

Parkinson’s-focused exercise disciplines (e.g., dance, Tai Chi, adaptive fitness, cycling, 

boxing, etc.). Proposed initiatives should align with the Parkinson’s Exercise 

Recommendations to achieve targeted, optimal outcomes. 

• Support for Care Partners: Initiatives that provide education and resources for 

primary and secondary care partners, addressing priority topics and demonstrating 

measurable impact. 

• Mental Health, Wellbeing and Social Inclusion: Programs that promote emotional, 

psychological, and social well-being through awareness, education, support, and 

social connection for people living with Parkinson’s, their families, and care partners. 

Through these grants, EOPD.ie seeks to empower communities, promote health and 

resilience, and foster inclusive, evidence-informed approaches to living well with 

Parkinson’s. EOPD.ie funds programs that are impactful and these programs may be new 

and existing grant-supported areas and/or pilot programs. All funded organisations and 

institutions must demonstrate a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion.    

Desired Impact 

EOPD.ie seeks to support initiatives that deliver clear, measurable, and lasting benefits to 

the Parkinson’s community. Projects funded through the Community Grants programme 

should demonstrate positive outcomes in one or more of the following areas: 
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1. Increased Physical Activity: Enabling people with Parkinson’s to become and remain 

active, or to meaningfully increase their levels of physical activity through evidence-

informed, Parkinson’s-specific exercise programmes. 

2. Expanded Access: Enhancing the availability and accessibility of high-quality physical 

activity, education, and support opportunities for people with Parkinson’s and their 

care partners across the Republic of Ireland. 

3. Improved Mental Health and Emotional Well-being: Promoting emotional resilience, 

psychological health, and social connection through initiatives that reduce isolation, 

foster social inclusion, and strengthen community networks. 

4. Enhanced Quality of Life: Empowering people with Parkinson’s—and those who care 

for them—to live well, feel supported, and participate fully and inclusively in their 

communities. 

Eligibility and Funding Criteria 

The EOPD.ie Community Grants Programme is open to community-based initiatives across 

the Republic of Ireland. Eligible applicants must operate at a local level or be part of a larger 

organisation that delivers programmes within a local community. 

Applications will be accepted from the following categories of applicants: 

• Companies or organisations that deliver exercise, mental health, social inclusion and 

wellbeing programmes. 

• Individual or group-based coaches or instructors seeking support for training or 

certification required to run Parkinson’s-specific classes. 

• Gyms, community centres, and local facilities providing accessible spaces for 

community-based activities. 

EOPD.ie Community Grants require supporting expense documentation. Please note that 

funding will not cover the following costs: 

• Salaries or wages for individuals employed by the applicant organisation. 

• Capital expenses (e.g., computers, furniture, building fixtures). 

• Exercise equipment (e.g., bikes, treadmills, weights, boxing equipment, etc.). 

• Travel or accommodation expenses for staff or facilitators. 

To be eligible, applicants must: 

• Be based in the Republic of Ireland. 

• Have an organisational or community bank account (funds cannot be transferred to 

personal accounts). 
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• Ensure that all relevant qualifications and insurance are in place prior to project 

delivery. 

How to Apply 

This is a rolling programme, meaning applications will be reviewed and accepted on an 

ongoing basis until all available funding has been allocated. 

Please note that while applications are accepted on a rolling basis, the programme may 

close early if funds are fully allocated due to high demand. Applicants are therefore 

encouraged to submit their proposals as early as possible. 

Applications must be submitted through the online application form available on 

the EOPD.ie Community Grants page. Once your application has been completed and 

submitted, you will receive an acknowledgement email confirming receipt. 

Applications will be reviewed by a dedicated assessment panel against a set of predefined 

criteria. Applicants can expect to receive a decision within approximately three weeks of 

submission.  

Deadline: 13 Dec 2025 

Full details here: https://eopd.ie/get-involved/eopd-community-grants-2025/  

back to top ↑  
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Benefact Group - Movement for Good Awards 
 

The Benefact Group, does financial services differently – we give all available profits to 

charity and good causes. 

The Movement for Good Awards is our annual programme of giving that anyone can get 

involved in, and again this year we'll be donating over £1 million to charities and good 

causes. 

Nominate a Charity for €1,000 

Nominations made from Jan 1st 2025 – December 15th 2025 will be entered into all 

remaining £1,000 draws. Nominations from previous years do not roll over. 

Nominations are accepted between Jan 1st 2025 – 16 Dec 2025. 

During this time anyone can nominate their favourite charity or charities for an award of 

£1,000 – it’s one nomination per charity, per person. 

You can nominate a registered charity, not-for-profit organisation or community interest 

company in the UK, Republic of Ireland, Channel Islands or Isle of Man. Click here to see the 

full terms and conditions. 

There are six £1,000 draws in 2025, so the earlier you nominate, the more chances your 

charity has of being drawn. 

Once you’ve nominated, your charity will be included in all the remaining £1,000 draws in 

2025. 

The more nominations a charity gets, the better their chances of being drawn, so once 

you’ve nominated please share with your network. 

Please note: Nominations from previous years do not roll over. 

See full terms and conditions. 

How to Nominate  

Deadline: 16 Dec 2025 

Visit www.movementforgood.com to nominate a charity now. 

back to top ↑  
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LEADER Targeted Call 2025 
 

We’re currently seeking Expressions of Interest (EOIs) for funding towards energy efficiency 

and renewable energy upgrades for private businesses and social enterprises as part of our 

2025 Targeted Call for projects under Theme 3: Sustainable Development of the Rural 

Environment, Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation.  

Maximum rate of grant aid for a project: 75%.  

Maximum amount of funding per project: 50,000 Euros. 

Funding ringfenced for this targeted call: 300,000 Euros. 

How to Apply 

Further information is available on our website: 

https://www.countykildarelp.ie/programmes/2023-2027-leader-programme/  

Completed EOIs must be submitted to leader@countykildarelp.ie by Friday, 19th December 

2025 @ 2pm. 

back to top ↑  
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Kildare County Council – Community Climate Action 
Programme 
 
Kildare County Council is inviting applications for Round 2 of the Community Climate Action 

Programme. 

This grant initiative is designed to support local communities in taking meaningful action on 

climate change. A total of €897,000 has been allocated by the Department of Climate, 

Energy, and the Environment to fund eligible projects led by community groups, sports 

clubs, residents’ associations, and local organisations across County Kildare. 

Eligibility Criteria for Community Applicants: 

• Must be a not-for-profit organisation 

• Must be located within the operational area of the Local Authority to which the 

application is submitted 

• Must submit a completed application form by the specified closing date and time 

• Must be registered with the County Public Participation Network (PPN) or affiliated 

with other recognised collectives such as The Wheel, Tidy Towns, or a community 

group with Articles of Association or a Constitution, which holds an AGM and 

maintains approved minutes 

The grant supports projects in five key areas: 

1. Community Energy – Improving energy efficiency or promoting renewable energy 

2. Travel – Encouraging sustainable travel initiatives 

3. Shopping and Recycling – Reducing waste and increasing recycling rates 

4. Food and Waste – Reducing food waste and promoting local food production 

5. Local Climate and Environmental Action – Broad initiatives focused on 

environmental protection and climate action 

How to Apply 

Applications close on Monday 22nd of December at 1:00pm. 

All queries should be sent to: climateactionoffice@kildarecoco.ie 

Full programme details and the application form are available at: 

https://kildarecoco.ie/AllServices/ClimateAction/CommunityClimateActionProgramme/ 

An online grant information video, created in partnership with Wicklow, Meath, and Louth 

County Councils, is also available. 

mailto:climateactionoffice@kildarecoco.ie
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscanner.topsec.com%2F%3Fd%3D1340%26r%3Dshow%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkildarecoco.ie%252FAllServices%252FClimateAction%252FCommunityClimateActionProgramme%252F%26t%3D25d8944f2d1f518012a9b6adb9d31d3e4f8a0faa&data=05%7C02%7Cpaul%40wheel.ie%7C4b8af80d7e9248bdb28b08de2c42e5ee%7Cb96cf0287c684a708b29efcfe663e32a%7C0%7C0%7C638996862998721978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FD%2FCCT2nfsbI05Q8eJDJurLnIh2OCTiwhhp4lP4PFeA%3D&reserved=0
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It explains the application process and showcases one inspiring community project from 

Round 1 in each county. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TW4KwbakzF0 
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The Hospital Saturday Fund Charity 
 

The Hospital Saturday Fund was founded in 1873, at a time when poverty, overcrowding 

and ill-health were prevalent and little help was available for those needing costly hospital 

care. 

The Hospital Saturday Fund has two grant categories: 

1. Standard grants of up to £2,000 or €3,000 

2. Large grants to up to £10,000 or €13,500 (please note this is the maximum sum that HSF 

will grant). 

Eligibility 

The Hospital Saturday Fund will consider giving grants to registered medical health charities 

within the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. The Hospital Saturday Fund will also 

consider giving grants to individuals within the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. 

For medically related charities, hospitals, hospices and medical clinics: 

The Hospital Saturday Fund will consider giving grants towards medical capital projects, 

medical care or research and in support of medical training. The Hospital Saturday Fund will 

also consider grants for running costs. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 5 Jan 2026 (standard grants) 

Full guidelines and access to online applications are available here. 

back to top ↑  
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EU4Health Programme 
 
EU4Health is the EU’s funding programme to deliver on EU health policy and respond to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.   

Aims & Objectives 

It aims to:  

• Improve and foster health in the Union 

• Protect people from serious cross-border health threats 

• Improve access to medicinal products, medical devices, crisis-relevant products 

• Strengthen health systems. 

What does it support? 

It funds actions that fall under the programme‘s four strands with a cross-cutting focus on 

cancer: 

• Disease prevention 

• Crisis preparedness 

• Health systems and healthcare workforce 

• Digitalisation  

Who can apply? 

• Representatives of patients’ associations 

• Civil society organisations (associations, foundations, NGOs and similar entities) 

• Academia and education establishments 

• Research institutes 

• Organisations of healthcare professionals 

Why the EU funds healthcare and well-being 

Read more about EU policy on the topic of Health. 

Budget 

€5.3 billion over 7 years. 

Project Examples 

SOEEFHealth: Promote health and reducing health inequalities for people with intellectual 

disability in Europe. 

https://accesseurope.ie/funding-guides/health
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/31061266/664687/3HP
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National Contact Point in Ireland 

The Health Research Board is the National Contact Point for EU4Health in Ireland. 

Contact: Amanda Daly 

Email: amanda.daly@hrb.ie  

How to Apply 

Want to find out more? 

EU4Health 

Information about EU4Health by Health Research Board Ireland 

Open Calls 

Find open calls for EU4Health. 

Current open calls: 

 

EU4Health – Call for proposals for a programme on orphan medical devices, in particular 

targeting paediatric patients 

Deadline: 6 January 2026, 5:00 PM Brussels time 

Funding available: EUR 1 200 000 

Full Details 

 

EU4Health – Call for proposals on lifelong prevention for a healthy life with focus on 

cardiovascular diseases 

Deadline: 6 January 2026, 5:00 PM Brussels time 

Funding available: EUR 2 000 000 

Full Details 

 

EU4Health – Call for proposals to contribute to the organisation of conferences and events 

Deadline: 6 January 2026, 5:00 PM Brussels time 

https://www.hrb.ie/funding/eu-funding-support/contact-us/
mailto:amanda.daly@hrb.ie
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en
https://www.hrb.ie/funding/eu-funding-support/eu4health-information/
https://accesseurope.ie/available-funding/health
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/EU4H-2026-SANTE-PJ-07?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43332642
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/EU4H-2026-SANTE-PJ-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43332642
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Funding available: EUR 600 000 

Full Details 
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Peatlands and Natura Community Engagement Scheme 
2026 
 

A fund of up to €800,000 is being made available to support community-led projects as part 

of the Peatlands and Natura Community Engagement Scheme 2026. 

The Peatlands and Natura Community Engagement Scheme (PNCES), formerly the Peatlands 

Community Engagement Scheme (PCES), operated by the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service, is now open for applications for 2026 with a closing date of 09 January 2026. This is 

a competitive fund, with up to €800,000 available in 2026. 

The Scheme aims to encourage communities, local organisations and other interested 

parties to become involved in the enhancement of their natural surrounding areas and to 

raise awareness. 

Applications are welcomed across a diverse range of initiatives with community benefit 

from events, education programmes, promotions, publications, exhibitions, development of 

conservation management plans, public amenity and recreational measures, maintenance 

measures that support  conservation measures, monitoring or surveying work to inform of 

restoration/conservation projects, invasive species and fire control measures, anti-littering 

initiatives to local environmental improvements in the area of the designated sites and 

other peatland areas. 

Grant Levels 

Under the Peatlands and Natura Community Engagement Scheme, there are two categories 

of funding available: 

Category 1 – Natura 2000 sites (SAC / SPA) 

The maximum grant available is 80% of the costs of the project to a maximum of €40,000 

Category 2 – Non-Natura Peatland sites (incl. NHA and undesignated sites) 

The maximum grant available is 80% of the cost of the project to a maximum of €20,000 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 9 Jan 2025 

Full guidelines and application details available here: https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-

turf-cutting/peatlands-and-natura-community-engagement-scheme-2026  

back to top ↑  
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HSE - National Lottery Grants 
 

We offer National Lottery grants to health and social care projects. 

Community groups and voluntary organisations can apply. 

You must provide health or social care services to the community. For example, you might 

help people with a disability, older people, carers or disadvantaged groups. 

You can apply for between €300 and €10,000 in funding. You can apply for funding for more 

than 1 project. 

Projects we can fund 

We fund one-off projects and services that improve the health and social care needs of 

communities. 

For example, you can apply for funding to: 

• buy equipment and small fixtures and fittings like hoists, tables, and chairs 

• run camps, classes, courses, personal development training, information or activity 

events 

You must be able to start and finish your project in the same year you apply for the grant. 

Respite care 

Your group or organisation may apply for funding for short-term or once-off respite care. 

For example, if your organisation supports carers you might apply for funding for respite 

care or a break for carers or the people they are caring for. 

You must use your respite care funding by 30 June the following year. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 14 Jan 2026 (opening) / 13 Feb 2026 (closing) 

Full details and guidelines available here: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-

allowances/lottery-grants/national-lottery-grants/  

You will need to gather financial information such as: 

• project costs and quotations 

• funding from the HSE, a state agency or public body in the last 3 years 

• previous year accounts certified by your chairperson 

https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/lottery-grants/national-lottery-grants/
https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/lottery-grants/national-lottery-grants/
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At this stage you do not need to: 

• complete a HSE vendor form 

• agree to terms and conditions. 

You will need to complete the application form. We will publish this when applications for 

2026 funding opens. 

Applying for more than 1 project 

You must send only 1 application form to a health region. This includes if you are applying 

for funding for more than 1 project or in more than 1 location within the same health 

region. 

If you are seeking funding for more than 1 project in a health region, copy and complete an 

Appendix 1 for each project. Make sure these are in order of priority on your form. 

You might be applying for funding for the same project, but in more than 1 location. If the 

locations are in the same health region you can send it as 1 project. List the locations and 

the total cost for all areas. 

Check the application process for your county 

How you need to submit your application and where to send it differs by health region. In 

some cases it is different depending on the office in a health region you must send it to. 

Select the county where the project or services will take place from our list of contacts for 

National Lottery Grants applications. 

back to top ↑  
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Lifelites Community Projects 
 

Lifelites is seeking to support 21 community projects with sensory and assistive technology 

over three years from 2025. We will support 7 projects per year. 

We seek organisations with a proven track record of supporting children with life-limiting 

conditions and align closely with Lifelites’ Mission. 

We will provide assistive technology, installation and training to support the delivery of 

these projects. 

We are seeking to support organisations across Britain and Ireland which address an unmet 

need, with particular prioritisation for children and young people who do not have access to 

Lifelites services through children’s hospices. 

This is the second year of our ground-breaking programme. You can learn more about last 

year’s winning projects and what difference the technology has made. 

What We Will Fund 

We will provide packages of assistive technology up to the value of £25,000 for each project 

in addition to specialist installation and training support. 

Organisations must demonstrate identifiable need and evidence how assistive technology 

will improve health and wellbeing outcomes for children with life-limiting conditions. 

Projects may be delivered in a variety of settings, and we expect organisations to 

demonstrate how they will use technology to reach children and young people at risk of 

social isolation. 

We will provide: 

• Equipment and software 

• Configuration and installation support 

• Face to face training 

• Access to online training 

• Technology user guides 

• Access to Lifelites’ advice, activity ideas and online content 

• Organisations support will be able to access online training, advice and online 

content for four years from the point of installation. 

Eligibility 
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• We will fund registered charities and regulated organisations with a proven track 

record of delivering services for children and young people with life-limiting and life-

threatening conditions.* 

• Projects must support children and young people in Britain and Ireland (British Isles). 

• Organisations must have been running with a verifiable client base for a minimum of 

three years 

• Projects must provide the majority of their support for children and young people (1-

18 years) with life-limiting or life-threatening conditions. 

• We will also consider projects that support young adults up to age 25, if they also 

support children and young people. 

• Projects must be able to demonstrate clear evidence of the need for assistive 

technology for their beneficiaries, anticipated outcomes and detailed information 

about how and where the technology would be used. 

• Organisations must agree to recognise and celebrate Lifelites and its role in 

supporting their project. 

• *Life-limiting conditions are those that cannot be cured and where death in 

childhood is likely. 

• Life-threatening conditions are those that may be cured, but where treatments may 

not be successful and a child could die. 

• Projects will support children and young people living with significant medical 

complexity and uncertainty. 

How to Apply 

Lifelites has a two-stage application process. The Stage 1 application is designed to be short 

and easy to complete and you can submit this online. 

If this application is successful, Lifelites will contact organisations about the process for 

Stage 2. This will include an online consultation with the organisation about their project 

with shortlisted organisations invited to promote their project for a public vote. 

If you have any queries about the programme, please get in touch with Lifelites 

on lifelites25@lifelites.org. 

Deadline: 14 Jan 2026 

Full details available here: https://www.lifelites.org/lifelites-25/community-projects/  

back to top ↑  
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Creative Europe Programme 
 

Creative Europe is the EU’s funding programme for providing support to the culture and 

audiovisual sectors. 

Aims & Objectives 

The Creative Europe programme aims  

• to strengthen the transnational creation and circulation of European works and 

artists; 

• to enhance the capacity of European cultural and creative sectors to nurture talents, 

to innovate, to prosper and to generate jobs and growth. 

What does it support?  

CULTURE strand: initiatives promoting and enhancing artistic and cultural cooperation at 

European level 

MEDIA strand: actions encouraging the competitiveness, innovation and sustainability of the 

European audiovisual sector 

CROSS-SECTORAL strand: initiatives promoting innovative actions and collaboration across 

the audiovisual and cultural sectors 

Who can apply? 

• Non-profit organisations, municipalities, associations, town councils, charities, 

foundations, etc.  

• The sectors funded may include architecture, archives, libraries and museums, 

artistic crafts, audiovisual (including film, television, video games and multimedia), 

tangible and intangible cultural heritage, design (including fashion design), festivals, 

music, literature, performing arts, (including theatre and dance), books and 

publishing, radio, and visual arts. 

Budget 

€2,54 billion over 7 years. 

Project Examples 

Currently funded projects in Ireland 

Creative Europe: Culture cooperation projects selected from 2014 to 2020 

National Contact Point in Ireland 

https://ec.europa.eu/culture/funding-creative-europe/creative-europe-culture-strand
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/funding-creative-europe/creative-europe-media-strand
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/funding-creative-europe/cross-sectoral-strand
https://www.creativeeuropeireland.eu/funded-projects-case-studies
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/aebc62b7-8fa5-11ec-8c40-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-251338916
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Creative Europe Desk Ireland 

How to Apply 

Open Calls 

Find open calls for Creative Europe. 

You can read more on the Irish Creative Europe website and contact the national Creative 

Europe Desk.  

Current funding calls:  

 

Creative Europe – Innovative tools and business models 

Deadline: 15 Jan 2026 

View Detail 

 

Creative Europe – Circulation of European Literary Works 

Deadline: 29 Jan 2026 

View Detail 

 

Creative Europe – NEWS – JOURNALISM PARTNERSHIPS – COLLABORATIONS 

Deadline: 2 Feb 2026 

View Detail 

 

Creative Europe – NEWS – JOURNALISM PARTNERSHIPS – PLURALISM 

Deadline: 4 Feb 2026 

View Detail 

 

back to top ↑  
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IMREG – Information Measures for the EU Cohesion Policy 
for 2025 
 

IMREG – The Information Measures for the EU Cohesion Policy Programme supports the 

Cohesion Policy by funding measures that provide information about it. 

Call overview 

The European Commission has unveiled its 8th call for proposals aimed at supporting media 

activities focused on Cohesion Policy. 

This call aims to raise public awareness of the results of Cohesion policy and their impact on 

citizens’ lives to Europeans who are unaware of the EU and of the EU action in their region. 

Objective 

The main aim of the call is to provide support for the production and dissemination of 

information and content linked to EU Cohesion policy, including inter alia the Just Transition 

Fund, or relevant support from the Technical Support Instrument. 

Expected results 

The target public for the information measures is the general public and/or related 

stakeholders. 

The expected results and outputs are the following: 

• to increase media coverage on Cohesion policy, in particular at regional and local 

level 

• to enhance people’s awareness of the results of Cohesion policy and their impact on 

their lives 

• to achieve concrete outputs and deliverables aimed at wide outreach within the 

measure’s duration – e.g. TV and radio broadcast, online or print coverage, other 

type of information measures and dissemination – taking multilingualism into 

account. 

Activities to be funded 

The information measures should include one or several activities such as: 

• production and distribution of print, multimedia or audiovisual material 

• web and social media outreach activities 

• media events 

• Conferences, seminars, workshops. 
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The following activities are NOT eligible: 

• measures required by law. 

Read more in the call document. 

Project duration 

Projects should normally be 12 months. 

Extensions are possible, if duly justified and through an amendment. 

Eligibility 

In order to be eligible, the applicants (beneficiaries and affiliated entities) must: 

• be legal entities (public or private bodies) 

• be established in one of the eligible countries, i.e.: 

− EU Member States (including overseas countries and territories (OCTs)) 

• not be authorities in charge of the implementation of Cohesion policy within the 

meaning of Article 71 of the CPR Regulation 2021/10605. 

Budget 

The available call budget is EUR 3 500 000. 

Project budgets (requested grant amount) are expected to be around EUR 200 000 per 

project. 

The grant awarded may be lower than the amount requested. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 15 Jan 2026 

Full guidelines and application details are available here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/imreg  

back to top ↑  
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Rethink Ireland - Impact Fund 2025 
 

The Impact Fund 2025 is a two-year fund aimed at supporting innovative, community-led 

responses to some of the most significant and interrelated challenges affecting communities 

in Munster and Wexford. These challenges include persistent social exclusion, limited access 

to employment and wellbeing supports, and increasing vulnerability to environmental risks. 

This €1.1 million fund is created by Rethink Ireland in partnership with the Parkes Family, 

Limerick; the Estate of Mary Coffey c/o Pat Toomey, Tipperary; the Hospital Saturday Fund; 

The Luan Fund; Ed Murphy, Wexford; Turas Nua; The Ireland Funds; and the Department of 

Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht via the Dormant Accounts Fund. 

The fund is open to non-profit organisations delivering innovative projects that foster 

equity, cultural cohesion, community wellbeing and inclusive participation in sustainable 

development. 

The fund offers a package of cash grants and non-financial support for up to eight projects 

to help them expand and increase their social impact. 

This includes: 

• A multi-year cash grant worth up to €96,000 (per successful project) 

The non-financial supports include: 

• A place on Rethink Ireland’s Accelerator Programme. 

• Business and capacity-building supports designed in consultation with successful 

projects on topics such as strategic planning, impact management, communications, 

and fundraising. 

• Access to Rethink Ireland’s networks. 

The Rethink Ireland Board will decide how much money to award, which may be less than 

the amount requested. The final award amount will depend on how many organisations are 

selected. 

Eligibility 

This fund is open to organisations with a not-for-profit legal form, e.g. a company limited by 

guarantee, co-operative, trust, charity and other voluntary organisations that meet the 

following criteria: 

Eligibility & Criteria 
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Projects must meet both Rethink Ireland’s criteria and the specific criteria for the Impact 

Fund 2025, as set out below: 

Rethink Ireland Core Criteria 

• The project must address a critical social or environmental issue. 

• The project must be innovative in an Irish context. 

• The project must be based on the island of Ireland and must make its main impact in 

the Republic of Ireland (1). 

• The project must have potential and a desire to scale or replicate in Ireland (it may 

also have potential internationally, but this is not a requirement). 

• The project must provide evidence that it is up and running, or has been tested at 

least in a minimal way. 

• Applicants must come from an entity with a not-for-profit legal form, e.g. a company 

limited by guarantee, a co-operative, a trust or a charity(2). 

(1) Eligible projects must be based on the island of Ireland and make its main impact in 

Munster or Wexford.    

(2) Rethink Ireland defines a not-for-profit as any organisation whose constitution indicates 

it has public benefit purposes and is neither privately owned nor controlled by the State.  

The Impact Fund 2025 – Fund Criteria   

Eligible projects must align to one or more of the following criteria: 

• Support the sustainable development of communities in Munster and Co. Wexford 

through innovative approaches that advance social inclusion and embodying a strong 

sense of community and wellbeing. 

• Provide wraparound supports, including employment readiness supports, skills 

training, mental and physical supports to enable meaningful participation in society 

and the economy 

• Advance environmental sustainability, for example through biodiversity restoration, 

circular economy initiatives, climate education, sustainable agriculture, or 

community-led environmental action (non-exhaustive). 

Advantageous Criteria  

Projects that are initiated, designed, and implemented by or in close collaboration with the 

communities they aim to serve. This ensures responsiveness to local needs, supports 

community capacity, and fosters ownership. 
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Initiatives that address multiple focus areas simultaneously – such as combining skills 

development with climate education or linking social inclusion with environmental action – 

will be prioritised. These approaches recognise the interconnected nature of the challenges 

faced by communities. 

Projects that specifically focus on supporting neurodiverse individuals in the region through 

innovative services, or programmes. This includes initiatives that are led by neurodiverse 

people or meaningfully consult neurodiverse service users. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 16 Jan 2026 

Full guidelines and application details are available 

here: https://rethinkireland.ie/current_fund/impactfund/  

Want more information? 

Join one of our application clinics on Wednesday 10 December 2025 and Thursday 8 January 

2026. These one-hour webinars will provide information on fund eligibility and the 

application process and offer an opportunity to answer any questions you have. Register for 

an application clinic here: 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 at 11am – Register Here 

Thursday 8 January at 11am – Register Here 

For any questions you may have, please contact impactfund25@rethinkireland.ie 

back to top ↑  
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Collaboration and Innovation Fund 2026 
 

The Collaboration and Innovation Fund is a great opportunity to fund projects and activities 

that support adults with unmet literacy, numeracy, digital and financial literacy needs. 

In 2026, the total funding available in the Collaboration and Innovation Fund is €1 million. 

The funding will be divided into three strands as follows:   

€700,000 for local and national projects that provide innovative and collaborative ways to: 

• support adults with unmet literacy, numeracy and digital literacy needs, and 

• create a more literacy friendly and equal society.   

€200,000 for local and national projects that support innovative and collaborative ways 

to: 

• improve financial literacy skills for adults with unmet literacy, numeracy and digital 

literacy needs, and 

• create a more literacy friendly approach to accessing financial services. 

€100,000 for projects that; 

• engage parents with unmet literacy, numeracy or digital literacy needs in family 

literacy projects in the community 

• support parents to support their child’s literacy skills in the home. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 22 Jan 2026 @ 12 noon 

Full guidelines and application details available here:  

https://www.adultliteracyforlife.ie/fund/  

back to top ↑  
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Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) Funding 
 

The Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) is a key tool to ensure that the transition towards a 

climate-neutral economy happens in a fair way, leaving no one behind. It provides targeted 

support to help mobilise around €55 billion over the period 2021-2027 in the most affected 

regions, to alleviate the socio-economic impact of the transition. 

The Just Transition Mechanism addresses the social and economic effects of the transition, 

focusing on the regions, industries and workers who will face the greatest challenges, 

through three pillars: 

A new Just Transition Fund of €19.7 billion in current prices, is expected to mobilise around 

€7.3 billion of national co-financing, amounting to a total of €27 billion. 

InvestEU "Just Transition" scheme will provide a budgetary guarantee under the InvestEU 

programme across the four policy windows and an InvestEU Advisory Hub that will act as a 

central entry point for advisory support requests. It is expected to mobilise €10-15 billion in 

mostly private sector investments. 

A new Public Sector Loan Facility will combine €1.3 billion of grants financed from the EU 

budget with €6-8 billion of loans from the European Investment Bank, to mobilise €13.3-

15.3 billion of public investment. 

How to Apply 

Current Calls: 

 

Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) – Standalone projects 

This facility aims to address serious social, economic and environmental challenges deriving 

from the transition towards the EU’s 2030 climate and energy targets and the EU’s 2050 

objective of climate neutrality. 

Project Duration: Projects should normally range between 24 and 60 months 

Funding available: EUR 630 000 000 

Deadline: 27 Jan 2026 

Full details  

 

Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) – Framework Loans 

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/finance-and-green-deal/just-transition-mechanism/just-transition-funding-sources_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/JTM-2026-PSLF-STANDALONE-PROJECTS?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=44773066&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
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This facility aims to address serious social, economic and environmental challenges deriving 

from the transition towards the EU’s 2030 climate and energy targets and the EU’s 2050 

objective of climate neutrality. 

Project Duration:Projects should normally range between 24 and 60 months 

Funding available: EUR 630 000 000 

Deadline: 27 Jan 2026 

Full Details 
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FLAG Coastal Communities Development Scheme 
 

This scheme is a community-led approach to local development implemented under the 

Seafood Development Programme, and jointly funded by the Irish Government and the EU 

under the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF) and aligned with 

Union Priority 3 (UP3) of the EMFAF Regulation: 

‘Enabling a sustainable blue economy in coastal, island and inland areas, and fostering the 

development of fishing and aquaculture communities.’  

Seven Fisheries Local Action Groups (FLAGs) will support the implementation of the local 

development fund of €15m over the programme from 2025- 2029 through selecting projects 

that align with their Local Development Strategies (LDS). 

All projects must be completed and claims for payment submitted no later than 31st 

October 2026 and in line with specific grantee timelines as detailed in the Letter of Offer. 

This call is primarily focused on projects which can complete in 2026 but any larger projects 

which need a longer time to complete will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

This call is competitive, meaning that all eligible applications will be scored and ranked.  

All projects must align with the scheme objectives and with the relevant FLAG region’s Local 

Development Strategy (LDS). 

Eligibility 

Geographical Location – The FLAG operational area is within 10km of the coast at high 

water mark: 

Only projects located within 10km of the coast and located in a FLAG region are eligible. In 

exceptional circumstances the FLAG may consider projects outside this area where there is a 

clearly demonstrable economic benefit to specific individuals/businesses within the FLAG 

region. 

Registered Charities: 

• Projects which align with the scheme objectives and with the FLAG region’s Local 

Development Strategy (LDS). 

Fisheries co-operatives or collectives: 

• Must be a grouping recognised by the implementing authority (BIM) and must be 

registered with the Companies Registrations Office. 

Community groups: 

https://bim.ie/about/european-maritime-fisheries-and-aquaculture-fund/
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• Must be registered with the Companies Registrations Office. 

Eligible Expenditure 

FLAG Regions 

Each FLAG has developed a Local Development Strategy (LDS) specific to their regional 

needs. They will consider any investments in capital items and supports that are consistent 

with their LDS and align with the Scheme Objectives in fisheries, aquaculture and coastal 

communities.  

Grant rates and caps have been set by each FLAG Region, based on their local priorities. 

Amounts granted 

All projects must align with the scheme objectives and with the relevant FLAG region’s Local 

Development Strategy (LDS). 

The support rates under this scheme are: 

Beneficiary Type Grant aid Rate 

Individuals (Training) 50% 

Blue Economy Enterprises 50% 

SSCF vessel owners 80% 

Fisheries Co-operatives or Collectives 60% 

Community Groups or Charities, Public good projects 80% 

Community Groups or Charities, Private projects 50% 

 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 29 Jan 2026 

Full guidelines and application details available 

here: https://bim.ie/fisheries/funding/fisheries-local-action-groups-flags/  

back to top ↑  
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Waterways Ireland - Community Heritage and Biodiversity 
Grant Scheme 2026 
 

In support of the Waterways Ireland Heritage & Biodiversity Plan 2030 , we are delighted to 

announce that the Community Grant Scheme 2026 is now open for applications. 

A fund of €20,000 has been allocated to assist community-based projects which 

complement or fulfil the delivery of the Waterways Ireland Heritage and Biodiversity Plan 

2030 along the Barrow Navigation, Erne System, Grand Canal, Lower Bann, Royal Canal, 

Shannon Navigation, Shannon-Erne Waterway, and the Ulster Canal (Upper Lough Erne to 

Clones). 

Waterways Ireland has allocated a total fund of €20,000 to this scheme in 2026. Grants up 

to €1,500 / £1,350 are available for individual projects. Only one grant per 

individual/organisation is permitted. 

 

Applications will be considered from communities seeking assistance for projects that help 

support the Objectives of the Heritage & Biodiversity Plan 2030: 

Objective 1: Develop a solid foundation of high quality and openly accessible waterways 

heritage and biodiversity knowledge. 

As an example, grants in previous years were awarded to projects that prioritised 

community-led research, surveys that documented local heritage features, collection of oral 

histories, and biodiversity monitoring along the waterways. Successfully funded projects 

need to commit to making their findings publicly available through Waterways Ireland's 

digital platforms and archives, helping build an open knowledge base about waterway 

heritage. 

Objective 2 Ensure that Waterways Ireland’s management of heritage and biodiversity is 

integrated across the organisation’s activities and external partnerships, and aligned with 

the UN SDGs. 

Grants could support projects that demonstrate clear linkages between heritage protection 

and sustainable development goals. For example, funding could go to initiatives that ensure 

heritage building restoration, or projects that enhance both biodiversity and community 

wellbeing through heritage-focused environmental improvements. Applicants would be 

encouraged to show how their projects contribute to specific SDGs. 

Objective 3 Strengthen and support inspiring heritage and biodiversity experiences across 

our shared waterways. 
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The grant scheme could fund creative and engaging community projects that bring 

waterway heritage to life for diverse audiences. This might include supporting heritage 

festivals, educational programmes, arts projects, or digital interpretation projects that help 

people connect with waterway heritage in meaningful ways. 

How to Apply 

Deadline: 31 Jan 2026 

Full guidelines and the application form can be found 

here: https://www.waterwaysireland.org/about-us/heritage/community-heritage-and-

biodiversity-grant-programme  

back to top ↑  
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Interreg IVB - Northern Periphery and Artic Programme 
 
For 20 years, the Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme has provided a framework for 

regions to work together with a focus on promoting sustainable development in remote and 

sparsely populated communities. 

The next programme will continue to do this, focusing on those themes and types of 

activities that are deemed to benefit most from transnational cooperation between the 

regions in the NPA area. 

In the EU Member States, the Programme area covers Northern and Eastern Finland, 

Northern and Western Regions of Ireland, and Northern Sweden. Outside the EU, the Faroe 

Islands, Greenland, Iceland, and Northern parts of Norway belong to the Programme area. 

Priorities 

The NPA programme area is vast and participating territories are separated by long 

distances. Yet, similarities and linkages between the participating territories as well as 

common characteristics and shared development concerns in the NPA regions offer a strong 

basis for cooperation. 

A more detailed description of the territorial features in the NPA can be found in the Area 

Analysis. The Interreg NPA 2021-2027 will also seek a wider and more active engagement of 

young people in both the projects and the programme. 

Through transnational cooperation, the Interreg NPA Programme addresses the challenges 

and opportunities in the programme area through 3 Priorities. 

1 Strengthening the innovation 

capacity for resilient and attractive 

NPA communities 

1.1 Developing and enhancing research and 

innovation capacities and the uptake of advanced 

technologies 

  

1.2. Reaping the benefits of digitisation for citizens, 

companies, research organisations and public 

authorities 

  

1.3. Enhancing sustainable growth & competitiveness 

of SMEs and job creation in SMEs, including by 

productive investment 

2 Strengthening the capacity for 

climate change adaptation, and 

2.1. Promoting energy efficiency and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/fileadmin/NPA2021-2027/EPRC_NPA_Area_analysis_24_March.pdf
https://www.interreg-npa.eu/fileadmin/NPA2021-2027/EPRC_NPA_Area_analysis_24_March.pdf
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resource sufficiency in NPA 

communities 

  

2.2. Promoting climate change adaptation and 

disaster risk prevention, resilience, taking into 

account ecosystem based approaches 

  

2.3. Promoting the transition to a circular and 

resource efficient economy 

3 Strengthening the organisational 

capacity among NPA communities to 

make use of cooperation 

opportunities 

3.1. Enhance institutional capacity of public 

authorities and stakeholders to implement macro-

regional strategies and sea-basin strategies, as well 

as other territorial strategies. 

 

Funding / Budget 

The final budget of the Interreg NPA Programme is 51,5 million euro. Between 2021-2027, 

the Programme will allocate 46 833 778 Euros to projects, of which 39 978 162 EUR in 

European funding (ERDF) will be available to partners in Member States (Finland, Ireland, 

Sweden) and 6 855 616 EUR for partners in the Non-EU partner countries (Norway, Iceland, 

Faroe Islands, Greenland). The remaining amount will cover programme administration 

costs, so called Technical Assistance. 

The funding available for projects has been distributed as follows: 

• Priority 1 Innovation capacity: 45% 

• Priority 2 Climate change and resource sufficiency: 45% 

• Priority 3 Cooperation opportunities: 10% 

The Programme is financed through European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and ERDF 

equivalent funding from the Non-EU partner countries, supplemented by match funding 

from projects. 

Projects apply to the Programme for ERDF or ERDF equivalent co-financing and contribute 

to the project with public or private match funding. 

How to Apply 

Latest Call: 
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6th Call for Main and Small-scale capacity building projects 

Deadline: 2 Feb 2026 

Funding available: 1 250 000 EUR 

Partners required: At least 3 programme partner countries, at least one of which is from an 

EU Member State. 

Full details here. 

 

back to top ↑  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.interreg-npa.eu/apply-for-funding/calls-for-projects/6th-call-for-projects/


 

54 Fundingpoint Local Digest. Dec 25 – Jan 26. 

Additional Resources  
 

Nonprofits seeking fundraising advice and guidance can avail of two additional 

resources:  

 

1. Fundraising Guidance Library  

• Fundraising Essentials  

• Applying to Grant Makers   

• Fundraising From The Public  

• European Funding  

 
2. Fundraising Helpdesk  

Can’t find an answer to your fundraising question in the above articles? Then get in 

touch with The Wheel’s Fundraising Helpdesk now.  

Email as much detail as possible to: paul@wheel.ie and we’ll get back to you soon. 

www.wheel.ie.  
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